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THE

CELTIC
MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Friends,
Happy Spring! In the midst of a worldwide pandemic, we here at St. Pat’s feel
blessed by the academic scholars, strong athletes, and big hearts embodying
the mercy charism established by the Sisters of Mercy. Through the hard
work of students, faculty, staff, and families, we will continue to thrive and be
grateful for one another!
Currently, teachers, parents, staff, and students are joining forces to succeed in
distance learning. Our teachers stepped quickly into action to provide remote
learning for all of our students. Many families in our community are struggling
and may continue to struggle over the next months. We’ve launched the Celtic
Corona Virus Relief Fund to help with tuition assistance. All gifts to this fund
will support members of the St. Pat’s family. Please consider helping us today. A
flyer with more information is included in this Celtic.
This newsletter, written before the shelter-in-place order, highlights the four
great things about St. Pat’s: challenging academics; our family-friendly, focused
community; students putting faith into action every day; and the multiple
opportunities students have to grow and discover. I hope the stories give you a
glimpse into our wonderful, student-focused environment!
Blessings,
Maureen Halderman
Principal
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UPCOMING EVENTS
June

3: Kindergarten Graduation

5: Last Day of School!

July–
August

July 20–Aug 7: Performing Arts Camp
on Campus

Sept.

20: 58th Annual BBQ/Auction

“

We are blessed with a
faculty who strive to
improve their crafts and
your continued support of
their growth makes a direct
impact on the academic
and spiritual programs
we offer our students.

FAMILY-FRIENDLY &
FOCUSED COMMUNITY

”

Our Supporters!

Thank you to the donors of our BBQ and
Auction Paddle Raiser! Your generous
gifts provided funding to offset the costs
of instructional tools and professional/
spiritual development for our teachers.
We are blessed with a faculty who
strive to improve their crafts and your
continued support of their growth
makes a direct impact on the academic
and spiritual programs we offer our
students. Thank you again and thank
you to our wonderful faculty who model
a growth mindset for our students!

ANNUAL FUND UPDATE
Consider a Gift Today!

We are close to the halfway mark to reach
our Annual Fund Goal of $32,000! The
Annual Fund not only provides unrestricted
funds to offset tuition assistance and facility
TODAY & TOMORROW
projects but also builds a community
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base of support which will strengthen our
future for years to come. The charism of
Mercy and the Sisters of Mercy is the foundation of our education here
at St. Patrick and with your support, that tradition will continue to
strengthen our greater community. Please consider a gift today!
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CHALLENGING
ACADEMICS

Math Counts Success!
Congratulations to
Mr. Barry Garelick
and our Math
Counts team for
their second-place
finish in the Math
Counts team
competition held
at Cal Poly in
February. The
competition
hosted schools of
various sizes from
Atascadero to
Santa Ynez. This
group of seventh
and eighth graders showed their skills and
enthusiasm for math and made us proud to call
them Celtics! One student, Spencer Arrivee,
placed second in the individual competition
that qualifies him to compete at the state level
in the coming weeks. We are proud of their
hard work and their dedication to academic
excellence—Congrats!

FAITH IN ACTION EVERY DAY
Catholic Schools Week

St. Patrick celebrated Catholic Schools Week during the last
week of January. We celebrated the motto that highlights all that
Catholic schools hope students aspire to, “learn, serve, lead,
succeed.” One highlight of the week, other than our spirited Pep
Rally, was the opportunity to celebrate Mass with Bishop Ryan
and the other Catholic schools in the county. It was a wonderful
morning of shared faith, spirituality, and inspiration.

INTERVIEW WITH LEILA MARTIN, CLASS OF 2018
Leila, how did you become interested
in the sport of wrestling? I became
interested in wrestling while taking judo
classes. Other athletes in my judo club
began wrestling when they got to high
school and said it was an easy transition.
How do you think wrestling has helped
you in regards to school, life and your
self-esteem? Wrestling has helped me be
more confident in myself. I am confident
when I feel strong. Wrestling has also
helped me with my self-discipline and I do
better with my grades when I keep busy.
What do you enjoy the most about going
to New Tech High School? I especially
enjoy all of my new friends and being
challenged academically.

What lessons learned at St. Pat’s have
helped you in high school and wrestling?
St. Pat’s prepared me for the challenging
academics at New Tech.
What is next for you this year, in regards
to your wrestling career? I recently won
the Coast League Championship and
Central CIF Area Championship. That
qualified me for the masters meet. I hope
to win masters and move on to the state
championship at the end of February. My
goal is to place at the state meet this year.
I qualified last year, but was hurt in my
first match. Once CIF is finished, I will
wrestle on a freestyle team and master
that technique.

Celtic Coronavirus
Relief Fund
It is in times of crisis the St. Patrick School Catholic family
distinguishes itself. Together, we have faced many challenges; endured
many crises and triumphs, experienced sorrows, and joys. Yet at every
step, our tradition of Mercy has inspired us to stand together. To be
there for each other. To use our God-given talents to help one another.

Your support for the Celtic Relief Fund will help
families in need who have been negatively impacted
by the coronavirus. This fund will help assist in tuition
payments or further support financial aid for families who have
been impacted by job loss and health-related factors due to the
coronavirus. Any unused funds will be applied to the school’s
financial aid award pool for the 2020–2021 school year.

$

Donate Now

Thank you for supporting the Celtic Relief Fund.

May God bless you and your family.
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STAFF & LEADERSHIP

ALUMNI ALERT!

Principal

Where are you now?

Maureen Halderman
mhalderman@stpatschoolag.com

We are looking for our past students.

Director St. Patrick
Mercy Preschool
Melissa Ward
mward@stpatschoolag.com

Parents’ Club President
Mary Philipps

Please e-mail Gail Johnson at
gjohnson@stpatschoolag.com and let us know.

WISH LIST
School Items:
• Science room furniture

School Board Chairperson
Janet Wood

facebook.com/StPatrickCatholicSchoolAG
stpatschoolag.com

Learning today, Leading tomorrow,
Mercy always

